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Marin Literacy Program is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organi-
zation in partnership with Marin County Free Library and San
Rafael Public Library. Our free, student-centered literacy services
benefit individuals and families throughout the County, from
city neighborhoods and prison classrooms to the ranchlands of

West Marin.

we are

There is an old saw about “cream rising to the top.” It certainly rises
faster and higher if one speaks/reads English. Too many people are still tucked
into their community and afraid to start this journey. The Marin Literacy
Program, its staff and volunteers, have the capability to help them start. Most
of this teaching occurs behind the scenes. You will find us working one-to-one
in libraries, in groups, homes, and businesses. Oh yes, you can see the stark
terror in their eyes as we start that journey the first month — the terror dissi-
pates quickly and they are on their way.

JoAnne Melody, Tutor

Where else can parents and
caregivers walk down the street, enter
a bus and spend 172 hours listening to
stories, participating in health work-
shops (about hand washing, nutrition,
exercise, oral health, health insurance,
etc.), and learning English? Children
walk away with smiles, gift books,
information about other activities and
resources and activities to keep them
busy until next week’s stop.

Dana Pepp, First 5 Marin

Children and Families Commission

One other goal that I wanted to achieve

was the one to become a US Citizen. We spent about
six months reading all the one hundred questions
and answers for the test which I passed in my first
try, thanks to the help and support from the Marin

Literacy Program...] enrolled at the College of Marin

for the evening English classes. All the hard work

and the late nights working finishing those school
assignments led to promotions at Bank of Marin. I am proud to say that I
hold the title of Assistant Vice President, Assistant Branch Manager.

Jaime Ortiz, Bank of Marin, former MLP Student

It is a rare individual who would take the time to work at a state
prison, including one as infamous as San Quentin, weekly navigate through the
hurdles that are common in the
correctional setting, and meet the
challenges of the men and their
basic need for literacy. Even more
striking is their ability to do this
year after year... Many men who
were once students have given back
as tutors... They join other pro-
grams and give back to their com-
munity because of the mentoring
practices of the Marin Literacy
Program. It is an honor to work

with these individuals.

Debra Sheldon, San Quentin State Prison Education Department

One comes to this cou Ntry with a dream and a desire to have a
better life. I have been here sixteen years and now I enrolled in the program to
learn English because I think that is the way to another world of better jobs,
more opportunities, and more open doors to us. We Mexicans have a saying:
“Yes, we can.” I am on my way.

Laura F, West Marin Student



Marin Literacy Program helped 1,268 adult students to
develop and improve their reading and writing skills in 2008—09,
connecting diverse cultures and separate classes through tutoring
relationships. While Marin Literacy’s primary focus is adult learning,
1,402 children also benefited from our variety of family literacy
services. And with the distribution of 4,785 free books this year, we

continue to expand home libraries and stimulate a lifelong love of

exploration and discovery.

we do

Adult students and trained volunteer tutors are brought together by
the skillful assessment and matching process provided by Adult Literacy

3 Services. The one-to-one pairs and small
groups created not only yield improve-
ment in reading and writing skills but
also often grow into long-term friend-
ships. Many of these tutor-student pairs
and groups enjoy the book clubs and

workshops which we offer to inspire

continued learning.

Students who are parents and caregivers are offered additional
tools to help them succeed as their child’s first teacher and receive gift books
for their children through Family Literacy Services. Small group instruction
in partnership with Marin Head Start is another way that we help families

with young children cultivate a love of books and reading.

At Marin Cou nty Jail and san Quentin State Prison, students receive
instruction in reading, writing and parenting skills, as well as library access,
gift books and storytimes for their children through Inmate Literacy Services.
By training and advising inmate tutors in San Quentin’s Project REACH, we
are able to promote and support literacy instruction even after community

volunteers have gone home.

Rural workers and Latino residents enjoy local English and
citizenship classes and bilingual family literacy storytimes at the library
offered by West Marin Literacy Services. The Summer Reading Program
brings teen interns to remote ranches to help children there maintain the

literacy gains they made during the school year.

Our colorful FLAGshi P bus journeys to isolated and under-
served areas, bringing kindergarten readiness and health awareness activities
to parents and caregivers, as well as to children under five who do not attend
preschool. For many of these families, the gift books and take-home projects
they receive throughout the year provide the foundation of their children’s

early learning habits.



Volunteers Make It Happen

Contributions made by volunteers enable us to provide
invaluable free services on a lean budget. The County of
Marin calculates the value of our tutoring services at the
rate of $29.68 per hour. The 15,734 hours of instruction
provided by 283 volunteer tutors in 2008-09 added the
equivalent of $466,985 to our annual budget!

we keep going

How You Can Help

Volunteer asa literacy tutor or
FLAGship aide.

Give time in our office or join a
board committee.

Come in costume to our February
sing-along film fundraiser.

Join our Student Author
g - Celebration at Book Passage
B s .
o LTERACY in September.
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Provide tutoring space in your

Make a financial donation.

Visit us on the Web to find out more: www.marinliteracy.org

office, community center or church.

California Library Literacy Services 149,020
Marin County Free Library 155,307
San Rafael Public Library 40,627
First 5 Marin/Sonoma 114,305
Marin County Sheriff’s Department 90,266
Foundations 76,690
Donations 20,032
Fundraising 20,448
Interest/Fees 3,984
Total Income 670,679
Adult Literacy Services 49,597
Family Literacy Services 45,401
Inmate Literacy Services 100,503
FLAGship Services 114,614
West Marin Literacy Services 101,033
Volunteer Training & Staff Development 32,253
Student Anthology & Newsletters 26,580
Outreach & Development 50,749
Administration 157,051
Total Expenses* 677,781

reserve funds to meet the needs of the program.

*Due to cuts in funding and increased expenses in fiscal year 2008-09, Marin Literacy Program accessed

Marin Literacy Program encompasses funding and operations through three entities, with the total combined
activity shown above. Marin Literacy Program 501(c)(3) activities can be found on www.guidestar.org.
The other portions of the budget are managed by the City of San Rafael and the County of Marin.
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Lynn Colombo, President
Michael Kadel, Treasurer
Linda Kenton, Secretary
Susan Charlton

Paul Cummins

Chris Gallagher

Dena Hermosilla Higgins
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Donors 2008—-09

$1000 +

Anonymous (3)

Chittenden, David & Claudia
Donner, Joseph

Ghilotti, Eva & Mario
Raymond Family Foundation
Wilson, Barbara

$500 - $999

Colombo, Lynn & Russ
Henneuse, Nicolle

Trailer, Barry & Peg Videtta

$100 - $499

Anonymous

Ashley, Thomas

Arzate, Guillermina & Cayetano
Ballard, Ben & Eloise

Berns, Suzanne

Bottmeyer, Nancie

Breitman, Patti

Brinckerhoff, Phyllis & Dirck
Carlson, Julie

Crowell Family

Dobbs, Victoria & Mark
Foster, Cynthia & Thomas
Garb, Linda & Robert

Garner, Julie & Mark Schwartz
Garner, Noni

Green, Hiroko & Michael
Guggenhime, David & Margie
Hale, Patricia

Holtzapple, Bob & Linda
Hopper, Joan

Hopper, Linda

Ireland, Gary & Elizabeth Zarlengo

we find support

Johnson, Leslie & Malcolm
Karel, Ellen

Keast, Charles

Levy, Robin & Lawrence
Londeree, Nanette
Lundwall, Marvin

Mackle, Nancy &

Richard McCallum
Manashil, Carol & Gordy
McClendon, James Will & Carol
Miller, Jane, Stacy & Scott
Parker, Ann
Parker, Nancy & Derek
Peck, Joan & Terry
Perot, T. Morris & Carolyn
Plant, Leslie
Provost, Madeleine & Robert W.
Redfern, Brenda
Royce, Yvette & Randy
Saltzman, Susan & Alan
Secor, Bill & Karen
Seymour, Virginia
Shannon, Lori & Glenn
Shapiro, Eric
Smith, Linda & Gilbert
Thomas, Maryann
Ward, Linda Jenkins
Wolf, Thomas Rex
Wright, Catherine A.

$0-$99

Anonymous (4)
Alfaro-Alayo, Yessica
Arena, Annette
Barwood, Barbara & Hal
Batey, Phillippa
Bock,N.T.

Boileau, Betty Ann
Boro, Albert & Patricia
Breen, Judith
Brockbank, Greg
Burnett, Stan

Coady, Leslee

Coleman, Glena & Ransom
Colombo, Angela

Curtis, Linda

Dailey, Ambre

Dent, Rachel

Di Santo, April Mary

Digman, Tad & Natalia Guerra
Dimitratos, Shirley & Don
Dixon, Pam

Dodd, David

Dominican Sisters
Donahue, Jean

Dwyer, Barbara

Fickbohm, Nancy & David
Gallagher, Christanne
Gambera, Sonya

Geddings, Maria Odete
Gershik, Marlene & Martin
Giambastiani, Elissa
Gilliland, Lyman

Graham, Mary Lu

Grant, Therese

Haar, Gail & Robert
Hannigan, Gayle & Dennis
Hauser, James & Sally
Hermosilla, Nina
Hernandez, Graciela Ignacio
Hibbs, Beverlee

Hickey, Juliet

Higgins, Dena & Terrence
Hufford, Charles & Sandra
Hull, Eleanor

Hwang, Peter

Ilsen, Charles

Investors Recovery Service
Isaacs, Leslie

Kadel, Michael

Kamerick, Michael & April Orcutt
Kaur, Sukhpreet

Klein, Pam

Kruse, Margaret & Lawrence
Lease, Marilyn & Russell
Lels, Valerie A.C.

Leoncini, Jeanne and Louis
Lien, Lawrence

McCaffrey, Mary & John
McColgan, Jane

McMillan, Lorne & Monica
Mendez, Alberto

Michael, John & Harriet
Middleton, Holly & Craig
Mihan, Ralph

Continued

Miller, Cyr

Milne, M. Francoise

Mitchell, Gail

Moran, Anne

Moss, Joel & Sharlene

Mugele, Lilly & Gerald

Newman, Gayle

Nielsen, Karen & Peter

Noguchi, Mark & Kay

Olson, Susan

Orsini, Kate

Patterson, Katherine

Patterson, Rosalind

Pearson, Susan

Petrini, Sherry

Pezoldt, O. Larren

Philippe, Randall

Phoenix, Joy

Portello, Suzanne

Prendiville, Eileen & Sean

Preston, Kenneth

Pugh, John & Peggy

Rinck, Melissa DDS

Robinson, Bernard & Yetta

Rosenthal, Michael E.

Rostambeik, Ali

Rubin, May

Ryan, Marsha L.

Sachs, Mark & Letitia Kruger

Saligman, Iris

Schoenbach, Caroline

Sheridan, Philip

Silverson, Nadia

Slattery, Dorothy &
Charles Kleiman

Smith, Daniel

Smith, Luisa

Song-Hill, Annabel & David

Stokes, Barbara

Stone, Elizabeth L.

Taft, Kelly

Teitelbaum, Janie

Thomas, Carla

Thompson, Andrew

Thorpe, Laura

Tocher, Beatrice

Vernali, Ron

Walsh, Kathleen

Whyte, Lorna & Michael

Willis, Arliss & Stephen

Zeichner, Alan & Linda

Zvenko, Dina

TRIBUTES AND MEMORIA

In Memoriam Mary Andrews
Tribbia, Kevin & Linda

In Memoriam Irene Bender
Zipperstein, Kory & Linda

In Celebration of
Fogelman Marriage
Schwartz, Paul

In Honor of Madeleine Provost
Goode, Virginia

In Memoriam Claudio Ramos
Becerra, Roberto

In Celebration of Janet Rizzi
Greenwald, Judy

In Memoriam Naomi Schadt
Anielski, Caroline

In Celebration of Paul Schwartz
Anonymous

In Honor of
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Stolte
Stolte, Mary

In Honor of Three Students
Melody, JoAnne

GRANTS
Allensby Charity Fund Trust
California State Library
First 5 Marin
First 5 Sonoma
Jenifer Altman Foundation
Marin Community Foundation
Marin Community Foundation
Donor-Advised Funds
Milagro Foundation
Mill Valley Outdoor Art Club
Omnia Foundation
Stinson/Bolinas Community Fund
Target Foundation
van Loben Sels/
RembeRock Foundation

OTHER FUNDING

Autodesk

Bank of America Matching Funds
Bank of Marin Community Fund
Book Passage

CVNL Human Race

Ghilotti Bros.

GBI Giving Back Program
Marin County Free Library
Marin County Sheriff’s Department
Marin Head Start
Mill Valley Market
Project REACH

San Quentin State Prison
San Rafael Public Library
Sausalito Woman’s Club
UNICO National Marin County
Unitarian Universalist

Congregation of Marin
West Marin Community Services

IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS
Bank of Marin
Bay Area Community Resources
Beach Blanket Babylon
Bodega Elementary School
Bolinas Library
Book Passage
Borders Books and Music
Bovine Bakery
Bregante + Company LLP
California Film Institute/
Smith Rafael Film Center
City of San Rafael
Comforts
Dance Palace Community Center
Double Rainbow Café
Ellen Karel
Falkirk Cultural Center
Friends of Marin County
Free Library
Friends of Mill Valley Library
Friends of San Rafael
Public Library
Gallery Route One
Grocery Outlet, Novato
Hewlett Packard Employee
Discount Program
Insalata’s
KWMR Community Radio
Laraine Allen Catering
Marin County Free Library
Marin County Health &
Human Services Department
Marin Head Start
Marin Independent Journal
Marinscope Newspapers
Paul Kagawa Photography
Paul Kirchner Photography
Point Reyes Station Library
Rhea Sampson & John Morris
River to Coast Children’s Services
Sacred Heart Church, Olema
Safeway
Shoreline School Readiness
Sun Ow
Tomales Elementary School
Trader Joe’s, San Rafael
West Marin Citizen
West Marin School

Thank You!



