
San Rafael Library/Literacy
1100 E Street
San Rafael, CA 94901
415 485-3318

South Novato Library/Literacy
6 Hamilton Landing, Ste. 140A
Novato, CA 94949
415 506-3167

West Marin Literacy Services
The Creamery Bldg., Ste. 3B
P.O. Box 363
Pt. Reyes Station, CA 94956
415 663-1849

FLAGship Services
415 497-1666

www.marinliteracy.org

Photography: Paul Kagawa.Additional photos by
Kaaron Carver, Dena Higgins, Eileen Puppo andTroyWilliams.
Design: Gilman Design, Larkspur
Printing:All-American Printing Services

08

A 501(c)(3) in partnership with
San Rafael Public Library and
Marin County Free Library

Providing Adult Literacy Services

Since 1985

Providing Adult Literacy Services

Since 1985

R e p o r t t o t h e COMMUN I T Y

Marin Literacy Program provides Marin County

adults with free student-centered instruction in reading, writing and

speaking to help them reach their full potential at work, at home and

in the community.



Two and a half years ago, I was toying with the prospect of
teaching reading in libraries and reading programs in Laos.
It was a romantic and altruistic notion, but one not firmly

rooted in reality. Or at least not my reality. Investigating opportuni-
ties closer to home, I discovered the Marin Literacy Program.Their
need and my desire melded perfectly.

Within weeks of Orientation and tutor training, I was paired with
my learner, a remarkable woman by the name of Gloria. I loved
her from the start. Hard working, ambitious and enthusiastic, she
proved to be an outstanding student and avid learner.A single mother of
three, she attended evening classes at College of Marin, worked two jobs, and
met with me for two hours a week to improve her reading and to hone her
skills as a writer.

At first our journey meandered. It was filled with carefully constructed lesson
plans and a myriad of expectations.We covered phonics, grammar, intermediate
reading and “free writing.” As we found our footing, together we set goals and
she achieved them; together we identified necessary skills, and she strengthened
them. In the process, the writer’s voice buried within her began to emerge.
Everything that she had endured – the struggles and challenges, the nearly insur-
mountable obstacles she had overcome – were finding expression through her
words.Those words found their way into articles she authored for two news-
letters, aWriter toWriter contest entry, and finally, an essay for Marin Literacy’s
annual publication of student writings,DifferentWorlds, ManyVoices 2007.
I beamed with pride as Gloria again read from her work to the large audience
assembled at the Student Authors Event at Book Passage this year.

F i n d i n g C O M M U N I T Y

My association with Marin Literacy was also taking hold. I seized every oppor-
tunity presented to me: perusing the literacy resource library with regularity,
attendingTutor Roundtables, volunteering for fundraising events such as the
Marin Human Race and the Love of Literacy Sing-Along at the Rafael Film
Center, and, most recently, joining the Marin LiteracyTrainingTeam.

Although Gloria and I no longer work together as student and tutor, I know
she continues to reap the benefits of what she gleaned from our work. I saw it
in her relationships with her children, in the admiration of co-workers, in the
community that expanded as her breadth of knowledge expanded, in her face
and demeanor when she and I were recently reunited.

Each of us finds our way to Marin Literacy for different reasons. I would like to
think that our purpose is singular: to help ease the burden of illiteracy by em-
powering those who seek education as a means to a better life for themselves,
their families and their communities.

–Tracey Rose,Tutor andTrainer



FLAGship Services’
colorful bus travels to isolated

and underserved areas to
bring kindergarten readiness

and health awareness activities
to children under five, their

parents and caregivers.

West Marin
Literacy Services
meets the needs of

its rural workers and
Latino residents through
English and citizenship

classes, community
projects, and bilingual
family storytimes at

the library.

Marin Literacy Program is a 501(c)(3) non-profit

organization that is also sponsored by San Rafael Public and Marin

County Free Libraries. Our free literacy services, delivered in a

broad range of settings including book clubs and citizenship classes,

from the confines of jail to the open hills of West Marin, benefit

individuals throughout the County.

Young children benefit immensely
when their parents and caregivers
improve their own skills through
Family Literacy Services and
help them develop a lifelong love
of reading and writing.

A L i t e r a c y C o m m u n i t y I N A C T I O N

Jail and prison inmates
wanting to improve their
reading, writing and parenting
skills are offered instruction,
library access and Gift Books
for their children through
Inmate Literacy
Services.

Matching adult students
who want to improve

their reading and writing
with trained volunteer
tutors, and providing

support to them, are key
components of Adult
Literacy Services.



In 2007-08,Marin Literacy Program helped 1,548 adult

students to develop and improve their reading and writing skills, and

1,232 children benefited from Family Literacy and FLAGship Services.

Additionally, with the distri-

bution of 5,284 free books,

Marin Literacy expanded

home libraries and continues

to stimulate a lifelong love of

learning and discovery.

• Help adult students and their families make reading a part

of their daily lives.

• Engage new readers to explore broader horizons.

• Inspire new writers to develop their voices and impact

their communities.

Join Our Community
• Volunteer as a literacy tutor or FLAGship aide.

• Give time in our office or join a board committee.

• Offer financial or inkind support.

Visit us on theWeb to find out more: www.marinliteracy.org

Income

Expenses

Students talk with tutors and
supporters at the One World, Many
Voices 2008 event at Book Passage.

M a k e a D I F F E R E N C E

California State Library 168,579.00

City & County Libraries 128,292.00

First 5 Marin/Sonoma 105,585.00

County of Marin 86,313.00

Local Foundations 57,325.00

Corporate & Private Donations 24,409.00

Board Fundraising 16,366.00

Carry-over 9,901.00

Interest/Fees 3,829.00

Total Income $600,599.00

Adult Literacy Services 45,086.00

Family Literacy Services 49,924.00

FLAGship Services 105,585.00

Inmate Literacy Services 102,761.00

West Marin Literacy Services 98,298.00

Administration 94,906.00

Outreach & Development 74,379.00

VolunteerTraining 26,689.00

Total Expenses $597,628.00

Marin Literacy Program encompasses funding and operations through three entities, with the total combined
budget shown above. Marin Literacy Program 501(c)(3) activities can be found on www.guidestar.org. The
other portions of the budget are managed by the City of San Rafael and the County of Marin.

COMMUNITY Powered
Volunteers are the engine that drives Marin Literacy Program.

The County of Marin values their tutoring at the rate of $29.68

per hour – so the 253 tutors who provided 17,844 hours in 2007-

2008 contributed $529,610 of instructional services!



Our Commun i t y SUPPORTERS W e T H A N K YO U

Marin Literacy
Advisory Board
Lynn Colombo, President
Michael Kadel, Treasurer
Parker Monroe, Secretary
Claudia Chittenden
Paul Cummins
Chris Gallagher
Linda Kenton
Ken Preston
Susan Charlton,

Program Supervisor
Dena Hermosilla Higgins,

Development

Donors 2007-08
Linda Aldrich
Allensby Charity Fund
Leta Altom
Anonymous
Ruth Arnold
Guillermina & Cayetano Arzate
Thomas Ashley
Autodesk, Inc.
Benjamin Ballard
Bank of America Matching Funds
Bank of Marin Community Fund
Robert Barnett
Cristina Barralaza
Barbara & Hal Barwood
Lisa Berdahl
Suzanne Berns
Renata Bihun
Bodega Elementary School
Betty Ann Boileau
Bolinas Library
Book Passage, Inc.
Borders
Albert Boro
Nancie Bottmeyer
Bovine Bakery
Judith Breen
Bregante + Company LLP
Patti Breitman
Mary Brooke
David Brown
Ellen Buchen
Burton Butler
Cory Bytof
California Film Institute/

Smith Rafael Film Center
California State Library
Joan & Robert Capurro
Maria Carreras

Mary Caulfield
Sarah Chen & ZhuoYu
David & Claudia Chittenden
City of San Rafael
Susan Clark
Classic Billiards
Lynn & Russell Colombo
Comforts
Common Knowledge
Mary Coons
County of Marin
David Cowen
John Craemer
Crowell Family
Edith Curtis, In Memoriam

Bonnie & Ron Bernardini
De Goff Family
Ray & Mary McDevitt
Jacquelyn & Jerrold Moskowitz

Linda Curtis
CVNL / Human Race
Dance Palace Community Center
Ursula Davidson
In Honor of Shayna Denker

Sheryl Denker
Tad Digman
Shirley Dimitratos
Double Rainbow Café
Barbara Dwyer
Ellen Karel
Patricia Elvebak
Linda Feltham
First 5 Marin
First 5 Sonoma
Lee Fitzgerald
Cynthia &Thomas Foster
Ann Foudy
Julia Frank
Friends of Marin County

Free Library
Friends of MillValley Library
Friends of San Rafael

Public Library
Gallery Route One
Susan Garnett
Daniel Gelbaum
Gerard Buulong &

Fred Silverman Fund
Marlene Gershik
Elissa Giambastiani
Judy Gilbert
Jacqueline Gilman
Ann Parker Glazner
Laura Goff

Carol Golden
Mary Good
Hiroko & Michael Green
David Guggenhime
Rita Hagen
Sharon Hall
Barbara Halloran, In Memoriam

Robert & Dixie Doyle
Mary Enman
Candace Fazzio
Virginia Hughes
Cynthia McKay
Laura & Stuart Meyer
Peter Sidle
Carole & George Sweetnam
Michael & JenniferYurina

Nancy Hanson
In Honor of Carolyn Hardee

Paul Degen
Patricia Harper
Sally & James Hauser
Barbara Heller
Nicolle Henneuse
Nina Hermosilla
Juliet Hickey
Etsuko &Yutaka Hieda
Dena &Terrence Higgins
Robert & Linda Holtzapple
Joan Hopper
Linda Hopper
In Honor of

Jack & Maryalis Hossfeld
Elizabeth & John Hossfeld

Eleanor Hull
Insalata's
Gary Ireland
Irving Kannett & Associates
Leslie Isaacs
Jenifer Altman Foundation
Jewish Communal Fund

(Anonymous)
Patricia Jung & Phillip Abey
Wendi Kallins
Charles Keast
Charles Kennard
Alice B. Kirkner
Charles Kleiman &

Dorothy Slattery
Margaret & Lawrence Kruse
KWMR Community Radio
David & Judith Layne
Jeanne Leoncini

Henry & Jeanne Lese
In Honor of Robin Levy

Kim and James Gilfillian
Edwin Little
Wilma Lockman
Nanette Londeree
Barbara Lovejoy
Stuart Lum & Patricia Chew
Luther Burbank Savings
Carol Manashil
Marin Community Foundation
Marin Community Foundation

(Anonymous)
Marin County Free Library
Marin County Sheriff ’s Dept.
Marin Head Start
Marin Independent Journal
Mary's Futons
Emily McAdams, In Memoriam

Gayle Hannigan
James & Carol McClendon
Jane McColgan
Kathleen McEligot
Mary Brooke McPherson
Marjorie & Jack Melnick
Joanne Melody
MillValley Market
MillValley Outdoor Art Club
Jane Miller
Mary Miller
Susan Mines
Mission San Rafael

Rotary Foundation
Julie & James Monson
Kay & Mark Noguchi
Omnia Foundation
April Orcutt &

Michael Kamerick
Sigrid Painter
Papermill Creek

Children’s Corner
Nancy & Derek Parker
Elyse & George Pasha
Anthony Pasqua
Rosalind Patterson

Paul Kagawa Photography
PaulVasquez, CMT
Joan Peck
Ronna Perelson
Carolyn &T. Morris Perot
Alice Peterson
Elaine Petrocelli
O. Larren Pezoldt
Pi Beta Phi Alumnae

Club of Marin
Leslie Plant
Point Reyes Bookstore
Point Reyes Station Library
Yvonne Postelle
Sean & Eileen Prendiville
William Prieur
Project REACH

San Quentin State Prison
Madeleine Provost
In Honor of

Madeleine & Bill Provost
Wentworth Foster

Eileen Puppo
Betty Rappaport
Raymond Family Foundation
Carole Rogers
Michael F. Rosenthal
May Rubin
In Honor of T. J. Ryan IV

Nancy Pollard
Sacred Heart Church, Olema
Safeway, Inc.
San Rafael Public Library
SausalitoWomen's Club
Caroline Schoenbach
Betty Schrohe
In Honor of Paul Schwartz

Peter Brunner
KellyWilkinson
Arthur Fogelman

Virginia Seymour
Eric Shapiro
Shoreline School Readiness
Mary & Randal Short
Sign*A*Rama

In Honor of Gil & Linda Smith
BrandValue Advisors

Wallis Smith
Wilma Smith
Stapleton School of the

Performing Arts
I. Starn
Matthew &Tami Stolte
In Honor of

Tami & Matthew Stolte
Mary Stolte

Daniel &William Swain
Joanne Syvertsen
Tea Fountain
Janie & AlanTeitelbaum
KarenThompkins
MichaeleneThone
Tomales Bay Library Association
Tomales Elementary School
Karen & Gervais Tompkin
Trader Joe’s, San Rafael
Linda & KevinTribbia
LeslieVan Dyke
StevenVilla
IvyWellington
Wells Fargo Foundation
West Marin Citizen
West Marin Community Svcs.
West Marin School
Westin St. Francis Hotel
May AnneWhitaker
Whole Foods Market, San Rafael
DoraWilliams
Barbara & ChrisWilson
RexWolf
TeresaWootton, In Memoriam

Nancy Cantrell
Mary Dowling
Nancy Hansberry
Maria Howard
Patricia Pappas
Melissa Rinck
Linda Segars

CatherineWright
Dina Zvenko

Extension of IRA Gift Law Benefits Donors and Charities
On October 3, 2008, H.R. 1424 extended through December 31, 2009 the ability of individuals aged 70 and older
to transfer up to $100,000 per year directly from an IRA to public nonprofit organizations. In order to make the con-
tribution directly to an eligible charitable organization, individuals, working with their financial advisors, must instruct
their IRA trustee in writing. In the past, retirement account distributions to charities were subject to federal income
tax on the entire amount transferred. Please consider taking advantage of the IRA gift law to benefit both
you and Marin Literacy Program.


